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Kant calls the transcendental power of imagination a ‘blind yet indispensable function of the
soul’ (KdrV A78/B103). Responsible for a host of sub-personal functions of integration which
alone afford cognitive representations required for human self-consciousness of anything so
much as appearing to occur before, during or after anything else, Kant’s transcendental power
of imagination launches an anti-Cartesian philosophical revolution, of central importance today
to the cognitive sciences – though Kant’s account provides richer resources than have yet been
tapped (Brook 2016). Kant stresses that those a priori conditions by which alone we can know
(or be aware of) anything as an object, cannot themselves be known as objects (A402); he
likewise stresses that we cannot assay our own transcendental power of imagination by
conceptual or logical analysis, nor by introspection – neither can we do so empirically, not by
any means available to Kant, nor to us today. How, then, can Kant use ‘transcendental reflection’
(A261/B317) to assay our cognitive architecture credibly? Answering this question, I shall show,
charts the analytical proof structure of Kant’s Kritik der reinen Vernunft.
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